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Getting Started: MyMSU – Your Homebase for Bills, Awards, and More!

Cost of Attendance 

Paying for School Budget Planner

FAFSA Information & Tips

Accepting Your Financial Aid Award

Student Bill Confirmation Information

Tips for Paying Your Bill: Authorized Payers, Managing Refunds, 529s & 
Other College Plans, Tuition Payment Plans

Federal Parent Plus Loan & Private Loan Information

FAFSA Special Conditions Appeal & Residency Information

Scholarship Information

A ”To Do” List for Before School Starts & Information About On and Off 
Campus Jobs

Budgeting for Freshman Year and Beyond & Important Calendar Dates

Questions? How to Reach Out or Make a Financial Coaching Appointment



Getting Started:
MyMSU is Your Home Base

• Admissions Checklist
• MSU Merit Scholarship Award
• Campus Housing Status
• Orientation Status & Online 

Orientation

• Financial Aid Portal
• View and Accept or Decline 

Financial Aid Awards
• Review Net Cost

• Billing & Payment
• Pay Bill & Set up Payment Plans
• Manage Refunds & Set up 

Authorized Payers

• “Tasks/Calendar” Icon
• Confirm Bill checkbox if you have 

enough aid to cover bill
• Decline MSU Insurance Policy
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Login to MyMSU on the MSU Students page 
https://www.montana.edu/students/

Important Financial Portals on MyMSU:

https://www.montana.edu/students/
https://www.montana.edu/students/
https://www.montana.edu/students/


2026-2027 Academic Year
Cost of Attendance (est. as of 3/18/26)
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Please note:

1. The actual Room & Board costs will vary slightly depending on 
the dorm, type of room, and meal plan that you choose.

2. Indirect Expenses are variable depending on a variety of factors 
(ie: distance from home, eating out, classes you are taking).

3. The Cost of Attendance can change each year. Final numbers 
are determined in the spring.

4. To determine your semester costs, divide each number in half. 
You are billed prior to each semester.



Paying for School Budget Planner
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Our Budget Planning Tool helps you organize your funds for freshman 
year. 
• It breaks costs down by year and by semester so you can plan for 

both Fall and Spring bills. 
• Remember Indirect Expenses are not on your bill so you have more 

control over how much you will be spending in those areas. 
• You can download this version and our 4-year Planner at: 

https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html.

https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html


FAFSA Information & Tips
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1. 2026-2027 FAFSA opened October 1, 2025, and is STILL OPEN!

2. Critical for receiving grants, loans, WorkStudy, and for many 
scholarship awards.

3. A dependent student under age 24 will need to invite their 
parent(s) as a Contributor.

4. Once you’ve applied for FAFSA – contact MSU Financial Aid to 
check on your WorkStudy status (406-994-2845).

5. FAFSA student loans are awarded to the student not the parents.

FAFSA – 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
Studentaid.gov

6. Once your student loan award 
has been used to pay your bill 
you will be assigned a loan 
servicer and will want to set up 
an account with them.

7. Remember you need to apply 
for FAFSA annually. 

8. FAFSA will open for 2027-
2028 on October 1, 2026.

The Office of Financial Aid 
& Education can help you 

with your FAFSA, 
determining what aid you 
need, and managing your 

accounts.

https://studentaid.gov/


FAFSA Information - New Policies
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FAFSA – 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
Studentaid.gov

Beginning July 1, 2026 the Department of Education has 
made some changes to the previous FAFSA Aid policies.

A few key things to note:

• In order to receive your full Student Loans and Pell Grant 
you must be enrolled in 12+ credits.
• If you are Part Time – your aid will be scaled based on 

credits.
• Below 6 credits – you will not receive FAFSA aid.

• Parent Plus Loans now have annual and lifetime limits:
• Annual Limit of $20,000 per student.
• Lifetime Limit of $65,000 per student.
• Paying down your loan to borrow more is not 

permitted. (Only borrow what you need.)

https://studentaid.gov/


Accepting Your Financial Aid Award
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Are you planning to use funds from your FAFSA award offer?
If so, make sure you take the following steps so that they can be 
applied to your bill.

Federal Student Loans

Log In to Studentaid.gov:
1. Sign your Master 

Promissory Note
2. Complete Entrance 

Counseling
These steps are required for 
FAFSA to release your funds.

Pell Grant

If you were awarded Pell, you 
will need to take the following 
steps in MyMSU - Financial 
Aid:
1. Accept Pell
2. Accept or Decline your 

loans 
3. Accept the Terms & 

Conditions popup boxes

In MyMSU – Financial Aid - 
accept loans & check the 
Terms/Conditions popup boxes.



2026-2027 
Bill Confirmation 
Information
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Where do I find my student bill?
To view your bill, log in to your 
MyMSU and select  Billing & Payment.

BALANCE DUE? Pay your entire bill or sign up for a Tuition Payment 
Plan and make the first payment by the published deadline to be 
confirmed.

ZERO BALANCE OR CREDIT? Click the Confirm button in your 
Tasks/Calendar icon in MyMSU by the deadline.

Confirming your bill: 
What is it and how to do it?
Confirming your bill tells the 
university you have reviewed your bill 
for accuracy and that you are 
attending the semester billed. 

Bill Deadlines:

Bills for Fall 2026 are due August 21. A $50 Late Fee 
may be assessed to students who have not 
paid/confirmed their bill by the deadline.

Zap Day – Sept 16 is the final deadline to take action 
on your bill, or you will be dropped from class.



Tips for Paying Your Bill:
Authorized Payers & Managing Refunds
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Adding an 
Authorized Payer

In Billing & Payment students 
can add Authorized Payers. 
This allows these payers 
to receive statements and 
make online payments with 
a credit/debit card (fees apply) 
or by eCheck.

Authorized Payers receive an 
email notification to set up a 
password and access their 
own personal bill portal.

Manage Refunds

If you think you may receive a 
refund (overpayment of bill), we 
strongly recommend using direct 
deposit. 

In Billing & Payment, choose 
Manage Refunds and choose 
the bank account for your refund 
to go to.

This is most common if you are 
living at home, off campus, or 
have a tuition waiver.



Tips for Paying Your Bill:
529s, & Other College Plans
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Paying with a 529 Plan

• Request your funds early. It can take several days for them to 
process.

• Some funds will send your money electronically. Some will mail a 
check – you can determine this through your fund or call MSU 
Student Accounts.

• Make sure your name and Student ID are clearly marked.

• If you need to send a check here is the address:
Office of Student Accounts
Montana State University
121 Montana Hall
Bozeman, MT 59717

State Pre-Paid 
Tuition Programs

• Check with your plan to 
ensure MSU meets 
eligibility.

• Determine how funds 
are dispersed well in 
advance of your bill.

If your funds will 
be late, please 

let Student 
Accounts know.



Tips for Paying Your Bill:
Tuition Payment Plan
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Tuition Payment Plans

Full payment is due before the 
semester begins unless you 
apply for a Tuition Payment 
Plan. There is a set-up fee (There 
is no interest charge).

The first payment is due when 
you set up the Plan, and 
3 additional monthly payments 
are due in - Oct, Nov, Dec.

Be sure to accept your Aid first 
to see if you need a plan.

Student Accounts

121 Montana Hall
Montana State University
P.O. Box 172640
Bozeman, MT 59717-2640
Tel: 406-994-1991
Fax: 406-994-1954
studentaccounts@montana.edu

Questions About Your 
Bill or How to Send 

Funds? 

mailto:studentaccounts@montana.edu


Federal Parent Plus & Private Loans
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Private Loans

There are a lot of private loan 
options if families need extra 
funds to cover the cost of 
attendance. MSU offers 
resources to help you make a 
decision that works best for 
you.

We recommend comparing 
options as interest rates, 
repayment plans, etc. can 
vary dramatically between 
lenders.

https://www.montana.edu/fin
ancialaid/Loans-Private.html

Federal Parent Plus 
Loans

Federal Direct Parent PLUS 
Loans are loans parents may 
apply for on behalf of their 
dependent student. Your 
student must be admitted into 
a degree-seeking program and 
enrolled at least half-time (six 
credits). The application for 
this loan opens May 1 every 
year.

Information and Application: 
https://studentaid.gov/plus-
app/parent/landing. 

https://www.montana.edu/financialaid/Loans-Private.html
https://www.montana.edu/financialaid/Loans-Private.html
https://www.montana.edu/financialaid/Loans-Private.html
https://www.montana.edu/financialaid/Loans-Private.html
https://studentaid.gov/plus-app/parent/landing
https://studentaid.gov/plus-app/parent/landing
https://studentaid.gov/plus-app/parent/landing
https://studentaid.gov/plus-app/parent/landing


Other MSU Resources
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FAFSA Special Conditions Appeal

If your family’s circumstances have changed significantly since your 
2024 taxes, you may qualify for a Special Conditions Appeal. Please 
see Financial Aid for the paperwork and to file your Appeal.

Some examples of situations that affect a financial situation are:
• Loss of job or changes to employment, retirement of 

parent/spouse
• Reduction of income
• Cessation of benefits
• Large out of pocket medical expenses
• Separation or divorce
• Death of parent/spouse

Residency Information – 
Office of the Registrar

Petitioning for residency at MSU–Bozeman is a required 12-month 
process. For details on specific processes, deadlines, forms, 
supplemental documentation, and guidance on navigating a residency 
reclassification, please visit the Registrars Residency page found here:

https://www.montana.edu/registrar/registrar_residency.html

Employment

HealthFamily

https://www.montana.edu/registrar/registrar_residency.html


Scholarships 
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Scholarship Reporting 
Form

Have you received any outside 
scholarships, tuition waivers, 
vocational rehabilitation benefits, 
3rd party billing resources, etc.? 

If so, please be sure to complete 
this form to alert the Office of 
Financial Aid.

https://www.montana.edu/financ
ialaid/scholarship_reporting.html

Cat Scholarships

MSU’s Cat Scholarship 
Application is your one stop 
process to all departmental 
scholarships on campus. 

You need to apply to Cat 
Scholarships every year. It 
opens November 1 and the 
priority date is February 1.

https://montana.academicwork
s.com/

Outside Scholarships

Outside Scholarships are an 
excellent option for assisting 
with paying for school. 

You need to apply every year.
Instate: 
reachhighermontana.org
https://www.sallie.com/
https://scholarshipamerica.org/

https://www.montana.edu/financialaid/scholarship_reporting.html
https://www.montana.edu/financialaid/scholarship_reporting.html
https://montana.academicworks.com/
https://montana.academicworks.com/
https://reachhighermontana.org/
https://www.sallie.com/
https://www.sallie.com/
https://www.sallie.com/
https://www.sallie.com/
https://www.sallie.com/
https://www.sallie.com/


TO DO Before School

Accept Your Financial 
Aid Award in MyMSU

Taking FAFSA Loans? 
Complete Master 

Promissory Note & 
Entrance Counseling at 

studentaid.gov

Registered for Class? 
Confirm Your Bill in 

MyMSU

Set up a Payment Plan 
if needed through Billing 

& Payment in MyMSU

Set up Authorized 
Payers if desired 
through Billing & 

Payment in MyMSU

Communicate with your 
529 Plan or other 

funding sources about 
transferring funds

Outside Scholarships?
Complete the 

Scholarship Reporting 
Form

Do you need MSU 
insurance? If not be 

sure to decline in the 
MyMSU 

”Tasks/Calendar" icon. 
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Planning to Work on Campus or in Town?
Register on Hire-a-Bobcat powered by Handshake

✓ Create your account
✓ Start looking for a part time job

Check out Come Work With Us for more job options: 

https://www.montana.edu/aycss/careers/hireabobcat.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/careers/hireabobcat.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/careers/hireabobcat.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/careers/hireabobcat.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/careers/hireabobcat.html
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/careers/hireabobcat.html
https://www.montana.edu/comeworkwithus/


Get Prepared
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✓ Budget your summer earnings for books/supplies, entertainment & 
food.

✓ Start planning your funds for Spring Semester now.
✓ Check out our 4-Year Budget Planner to get ahead on your 

finances! 
https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html

Important Dates for Your Calendar

21 Aug.

Bill Confirmation 
deadline if 
registered before 
July 31

16 Sep.

Final deadline for 
taking action on 
bill “Zap Day”

1 Oct.

FAFSA opens for 
2027/2028

1 Dec.

MSU Priority 
deadline for 
FAFSA application

1 Nov.

Cat $cholarships 
opens (MSU 
scholarships ) 

8 Jan.

Bill confirmation 
deadline if 
registered before 
Dec. 31

31 Jan.

Priority deadline 
for Cat 
$cholarships

3 Feb.

Final deadline for 
taking action on 
bill “Zap Day”

Budget for Freshman 
Year and Beyond!

https://www.montana.edu/aycss/financialedu/pay_for_school.html


Questions? 
Call or Make an Appointment Today
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Financial Aid
Montana Hall – Room 21 

“GardenLevel”
406-994-2845

finaid@montana.edu

Financial Education
SUB 152

406-994-4388
makechange@montana.edu

Keith Hamburg
Senior Financial Coach
Keith.hamburg@montana.edu

Jennifer White-Dobbs
Financial Coach
Jennifer.whitedobbs@montana.edu

Pam Bittner
Financial Coach
Pamela.bittner@montana.edu

Vanessa Chau
Program Manager
Vanessa.chau@montana.edu

Financial Coaches

Find us in NavMSU

mailto:makechange@montana.edu
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