Smithsonian Institution 2026 Internship Opportunity – Mammal Program
The Smithsonian Institution’s Great Plains Science Program is seeking 4 interns to participate in ongoing research projects focused on the ecology of various mammal species occurring within grassland ecosystems of northern Montana.  The research projects associated with this internship opportunity include efforts to understand the impacts of plague mitigation on black-tailed prairie dogs, integrate advanced technological solutions into research, management, and conservation efforts for prairie dogs and black-footed ferrets, assess the status of swift fox populations following translocation, and evaluate the occupancy of various mammal species throughout the region. Each of these projects are collaborative efforts with contributions from several partner organizations and agencies.
This internship will provide the opportunity to gain skills in methods for assessing the status of various mammal species occurring in grassland ecosystems including but not limited to camera surveys, visual counts, spotlight surveys, and live trapping.  Other techniques for assessing habitat, such as delineating borders of prairie dog colonies and performing burrow density counts, will also be learned. Interns will additionally gain experience with tasks associated with data entry and management, as well as equipment organization and maintenance. The interns will work closely with a team of research ecologists, graduate students, and collaborators.

Interns will be expected to operate and live as a small team in a remote, field-based setting for 5 months. Interns will be exposed to high heat, biting insects, venomous snakes, and difficult road conditions. Flexible scheduling will be required and may include weekends. Applicants should be capable of working at night and maintaining a positive and professional attitude on little sleep.

The internship will take place primarily in northern Montana. Travel to field sites in Wyoming or Colorado may be required. Housing will be provided at no cost. Interns may be requested to occasionally camp in tents. Work vehicles will be provided.  

Primary responsibilities:
· Complete various survey techniques for prairie dogs, including efforts to live-trap prairie dogs, delineate borders of prairie dog colonies, and evaluate densities of prairie dogs and their burrows
· Assist with nighttime spotlight surveys to detect and live-trap black-footed ferrets
· Deploy and maintain camera stations for detecting various mammal species
· Annotate photographs and video footage obtained during camera surveys
· Perform data entry and organization tasks
· Maintain and organize survey equipment.
Qualification:
· Bachelor's degree (or about to complete the degree by the end of spring 2026) in Biology/Ecology or related fields
· Interest in mammal ecology, conservation, and management
· Experience deploying trail cameras to detect wildlife.
· Ability to work long days in remote field settings while exposed to high heat, biting insects, venomous snakes, and difficult road conditions
· Willing to work nights for several consecutive days
· Ability to maintain a positive and professional attitude
· Valid U.S. driver’s license
· Applicants must be physically fit and capable of hiking mountainous terrain while carrying a backpack
· Ability to follow established field protocols
· Ability to work independently and as part of a team
· Ability to live in shared housing with other interns and researchers
· Rabies vaccinations are preferred but not required

Dates:  May 25, 2026 to October 25, 2026
Compensation: $2,500.00 per month
To Apply: Please send a cover letter, resume/CV, and contact information for references in ONE PDF DOCUMENT to Jesse Boulerice at boulericejt@si.edu. Please use the subject line “SI Mammal Program Internship”. The application deadline is February 15, 2026. Late applications will not be considered.
