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Northern Sea Otter
Enydra hutris kenyont

15 Northern Sea Otter
& Enydra lutris hutris
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THE FUR
TRADE

~ Sea ottet.furis the densest of all-
mammals “with about 100,000 hairs per
- square centimeter. They rely.on the :
den5|ty ofthelr fuf to insulate. them ;
the harsh ocean temperatures in which
‘they live, as well as to provide buoyancy
Unfortunately, the |nsulat|ng properties
. of its fur also made it'a’very popular - ;
e matenal,.for coats and-other outer layers . '
" of ctothing. As such extensive: fur trapping
; in the 18th.and 19th centunes led to thelr .
i rapld decllne

Translocated

Populations
Enydra hitris kenyoni

Southern Sea Otter
Enydra lutris nereis
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“From'the'time they were discovered to .
e _:_the enactmerit of the:North Amer|can Fur '

Séal- Treaty of 1911, the sea otter

) _populat|on was reduced from around®
300,000 |nd|V|duaIs to less than 2,000.

They were .expelled from much of the|r 9

Heri i NIStOrie: range and the remaining

individduals-were disconnedted, eXIstlng

in |solated commun|t|es

FACTORS
AFFECTING
RECOVERY

OIL SPILLS

One major factor which has challenged
Sea Otter recovery is the effects of large
oil spills at sea. When exposed to oil, sea
otter fur loses much of it's insulating
properties, which often results in
hypothermia. There are however,
numerous other negative results of this
exposure, One of largest oil spills on
record, the Exxon Valdez spill of 1989
killed about 5,000 individuals in the
Alaskan population.

SLOW REPRODUCTION

Female sea otters do not reach sexual
maturity until four to five years of age.
Once they are mature, sea otters breed
only once every one or two years,
producing only one to two offspring each
time. This results in a relatively slow
reproductive rate even in the presence of
favorable condiditons.

CONSERVATION

Through active management, research,
and conservation efforts the sea otter
population had risen to around 125,00
individuals by 2012. However, this species
is still in need of much attention.
According to the ICUN Red List of
Threatened Species, The population is
once again in decline.




